
Reporting Measurement Values
What is the proper way to report a location statistic and its uncertainty?

Someone reports the sulfate measurement error as shown below. How many
(ahem) errors can you spot?

−0.835 467 3 ± 0.355 354 5

no units
no indication of what property (population parameter) is being estimated
the uncertainty measure is not identified
far too many significant figures

Examples of proper reporting of confidence intervals

µ : −0.84 ± 0.36 w/w% (95% CL)
95% CI for µ : −0.84 ± 0.36 w/w%
95% CI for µ: (−1.19, −0.48) w/w%
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